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nation in whose long history the dominant themes were
not economic or fiscal.
Yet even in Grattan's speeches you would search in
vain for that sense of Ireland's past which pervades all the
poetry which in Grattan's lifetime was written by Irishmen
in Irish : and the essential failure of Grattan's policy was
that he could not bring those who resented economic
servitude imposed on Ireland from outside to do away with
the far more galling restraints which they themselves
inflicted on the majority of native Irishmen. Yet first
the American revolution, with which all Ireland sympa-
thized, and then the more startling upheaval in France,
had injected unrest into the strangely constituted con-
glomerate that Grattan at least called his nation. For a
hundred years Catholic Ireland had lain, as Swift described
it, a chained lion with teeth drawn and claws cut; it is
only the Gaelic poems which let us know how fiercely
the Jacobite feeling worked in Ireknd. But the Presby-
terians, Swift's " angry cat at large," had more freedom
of movement; they were in revolt against the land kws,
and offshoots from them, Ulster emigrants, had been a
potent factor in the American revolt. Ulster Presbyterians
were as a body strongly infected with those notions of
liberty, equality, and fraternity which began to make head-
way also among the Catholics. Revolt of the disfranchised
was stirred up in the main by Protestant Liberals and by
discontented Presbyterians; but the organization of United
Irishmen included all creeds. Revolt came in 1798 and left
Ireland far more conscious than ever of its divisions. But
for the first time since Sarsfield led his troops to France,
Catholic Ireland had resisted.
The fiercest centre of resistance had been in Wexfbrd,
a county in the main English-speaking. Now for the first
time there begins to be a popular ballad literature in
English ; and what is more significant, the best of it is